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What is Claimed is : 

1 . A method for secure installation and operation of software, said 
method comprising: 

employing an NT File Structure logical volume; 
employing an installer; 

writing a Primary Data Stream file to said NT File Structure 

logical volume from said installer; 

associating data with said Primary Data Stream file; and 
writing said associated data to said NT File Structure logical 

volume as an Alternate Data Stream file from said installer. 

2. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 

selecting said data from the group comprising an installation 
log, an application configuration file, an error log, help information, and database 
information. 

3. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 

writing, reading or manipulating said Alternate Data Stream 
file from an application program after said writing said associated data. 

4. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 

employing as said Primary Data Stream file an executable file. 

5. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
creating a Primary Data Stream directory chain; 

writing said Primary Data Stream directory chain to said NT 
File Structure logical volume from said installer; 

writing said Primary Data Stream file to said Primary Data 
Stream directory chain in said NT File Structure logical volume from said installer; 

associating said data with said Primary Data Stream directory 
chain or said Primary Data Stream file by creating and closing said Alternate Data 
Stream file; and 

installing said associated data to said NT File Structure logical 
volume as said Alternate Data Stream file from said installer. 
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6. The method of Claim 5 further comprising 

employing an installation file comprising said Primary Data 
Stream file, said Alternate Data Stream file, installation instructions, said Primary 
Data Stream directory chain, and an End User License Agreement. 

7. The method of Claim 6 further comprising 
displaying said installation instructions and said End User 

License Agreement from said installation file. 

8. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
employing as said associated data first data; 

employing as said Alternate Data Stream file a first Alternate 

Data Stream file; 

employing second data; 

associating said second data with said Primary Data Stream 

file; and 

writing said associated second data to said NT File Structure 
logical volume as a second Alternate Data Stream file from said installer. 

9. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 

displaying said associated data from said Alternate Data Stream 
file in said NT File Structure logical volume. 

10. The method of Claim 1 further comprising 
employing an installation file; 

defining in said installation file a Primary Data Stream 
directory chain, said Primary Data Stream file, said Alternate Data Stream file, and at 
least one information file; 

displaying said at least one information file from said 

installation file; 

creating said Primary Data Stream directory chain in said NT 
File Structure logical volume; 

copying said Primary Data Stream file from said installation 
file to said Primary Data Stream directory chain in said NT File Structure logical 
volume; and 
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copying said Alternate Data Stream file from said installation 
file to said Primary Data Stream directory chain in said NT File Structure logical 
volume. 

11. A computer system for secure installation and operation of 
software, said computer system comprising: 

a processor; 

a first drive adapted for access by said processor; 

a second drive adapted for access by said processor, said 
second drive including an NT File Structure logical volume; and 

an installer operatively associated with said first drive, said 
installer cooperating with said processor to write a Primary Data Stream file to said 
NT File Structure logical volume, associate data with said Primary Data Stream file, 
and write said associated data to said NT File Structure logical volume as an Alternate 
Data Stream file. 

12. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said NT File 
Structure logical volume includes a directory chain or a system directory; and wherein 
said installer installs said Primary Data Stream file in said directory chain or said 
system directory of said NT File Structure logical volume. 

13. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said data is selected 
from the group comprising an installation log, an application configuration file, an 
error log, help information, and database information. 

14. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said NT File 
Structure logical volume includes an application program, which cooperates with said 
processor to write, read or manipulate said Alternate Data Stream file. 

1 5. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said Primary Data 
Stream file is an executable file, which is adapted for execution by said processor. 

16. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said installer 
cooperates with said processor to create a Primary Data Stream directory chain, to 
write said Primary Data Stream directory chain to said NT File Structure logical 
volume, to write said Primary Data Stream file to said Primary Data Stream directory 
chain in said NT File Structure logical volume, to associate said data with said 
Primary Data Stream directory chain or said Primary Data Stream file, and to install 
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said associated data to said NT File Structure logical volume as said Alternate Data 
Stream file. 

1 7. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said installer 
comprises an installation file comprising said Primary Data Stream file, said Alternate 
Data Stream file, installation instructions, a Primary Data Stream directory chain, and 
an End User License Agreement. 

1 8. The computer system of Claim 17 wherein said processor 
includes a display; and wherein said installer cooperates with said processor to display 
said installation instructions and said End User License Agreement on said display. 

19. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said processor 
includes a display; wherein said NT File Structure logical volume includes a display 
utility; and wherein said display utility cooperates with said processor to display said 
associated data from said Alternate Data Stream file in said NT File Structure logical 
volume on said display. 

20. The computer system of Claim 1 1 wherein said processor 
includes a display; wherein said installer comprises an installation file including a 
Primary Data Stream directory chain, said Primary Data Stream file, said Alternate 
Data Stream file, and at least one information file; and wherein said installer 
cooperates with said processor to display said at least one information file from said 
installation file to said display, to create said Primary Data Stream directory chain in 
said NT File Structure logical volume, to copy said Primary Data Stream file from 
said installation file to said Primary Data Stream directory chain in said NT File 
Structure logical volume, and to copy said Alternate Data Stream file from said 
installation file to said Primary Data Stream directory chain in said NT File Structure 
logical volume. 



